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2004 WASHINGTON POTATO CROP VALUED AT $489 MILLION

The value of Washington's 2003 potato crop was $489.0 million, 5 percent below the 2002 crop of $512.5 million.
The 2003 market year average price received by growers of $5.25 per cwt. was $0.30 below the 2002 average price
of $5.55 per cwt.

Washington's potato production was 93.2 million cwt., 1 percent above last year’s production of 92.3 million cwt..
Growers sold 87.3 million cwt. from their 2003 crop while using 280 thousand cwt. on the farm for seed, feed, and
household consumption.  The remaining 5.6 million cwt. were lost to shrinkage, decay, and dumping.  The value of
sales was $458.2 million compared with $474.7 million a year earlier.

Processors in Washington and Oregon (excluding Malheur County) used a total of 79.8 million cwt. of 2003 crop
potatoes compared with 79.1 million cwt. used in 2002 and 77.2 million cwt. used in 2001.  Of the total potatoes
processed in the Nation, Washington and other Oregon processors accounted for 31 percent. 

Potatoes Used for Processing, Nine States, 2001-2003 1/
Area and

Storage Season
Accumulated as of: Entire

SeasonDec 1 Jan 1 Feb 1 Mar 1 Apr 1 May 1 Jun 1  2/
1,000 Cwt.

WA & OR (Other)
  2001-02 29,320 35,310 40,540 47,910 54,970 61,360 69,400 77,180
  2002-03 33,680 39,490 44,190 51,920 58,710 64,300 71,480 79,110
  2003-04 32,670 38,520 43,610 51,210 58,500 64,160 72,350 79,800
Maine 2/
  2001-02 1,975 2,440 3,110 3,700 4,285 4,775 5,515 7,195
  2002-03 2,230 2,715 3,345 3,905 4,505 5,225 5,905 7,835
  2003-04 1,590 2,085 2,720 3,420 4,095 4,740 5,400 7,270
ID & OR (Malheur Co.)
  2001-02 20,940 27,330 33,620 40,860 47,710 54,150 61,200 73,390
  2002-03 28,380 34,860 41,200 48,600 56,240 63,840 71,280 85,390
  2003-04 24,310 30,730 36,260 43,640 49,570 56,380 63,770 77,530
Other States 3/
  2001-02 13,170 16,115 19,000 22,115 24,655 27,815 30,460 37,740
  2002-03 12,675 15,530 18,735 21,780 24,810 27,405 30,655 38,700
  2003-04 13,835 16,505 19,590 22,685 25,920 29,480 32,845 42,160
Nine State Total        
  2001-02 65,405 81,195 96,270 114,585 131,620 148,100 166,575 195,505
  2002-03 76,965 92,595 107,470 126,205 144,265 160,770 179,320 211,035
  2003-04 72,405 87,840 102,180 120,955 138,085 154,760 174,365 206,760
Dehydrated 4/
  2001-02 5/ 38,581
  2002-03 15,675 19,660 23,710 27,950 31,915 36,105 40,455 48,940
  2003-04 14,250 18,440 22,050 26,090 30,290 34,630 39,070 47,750

1/ Total quantity received and used for processing  regardless of the State in which the potatoes were produced.  Amount excludes quantities used for
potato chips in  Maine, Michigan, and Wisconsin.  

2/ Includes Maine grown potatoes only.  
3/ MN, NV, ND, SD, & WI in 2001.  CO, MN, NV, ND, & WI in 2002 and 2003.  
4/ Dehydrated products except starch and flour.  Included in above totals.  Includes CO, ID, NV, ND, OR, WA, & WI. 
5/ No monthly data available.  
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Potatoes: Stocks Held By Growers, Local Dealers, and Processors,
15 Fall States, 2002-2003

State and
Crop Year

Fall
Production

Current Year Following Year  1/

Dec 1 Jan 1 Feb 1 Mar 1 Apr 1 May 1 Jun 1

1,000 Cwt.
2002

  California 4,316 3,400 2,900 2,500 2,000 1,600 1,000 700

  Colorado 27,885 20,500 18,100 15,300 13,100 9,900 5,800 3,800

  Idaho 133,385 92,000 82,500 72,500 62,000 49,000 34,500 21,000

  Maine 16,960 12,600 11,200 9,500 8,000 6,300 3,900 2,100

  Michigan 13,878 7,900 6,500 5,600 4,500 2,900 1,000 -

  Minnesota 18,810 12,000 10,500 9,100 7,400 6,100 4,500 2,300

  Montana 3,224 3,100 3,000 2,900 2,800 1,900 400 -

  Nebraska 8,611 5,500 4,550 3,700 - - - -

  New York 5,500 2,400 1,800 1,100 600 220 - -

  North Dakota 23,460 16,000 14,000 11,600 10,000 7,900 5,500 2,700

  Ohio 903 85 40 20 - - - -

  Oregon 24,936 17,500 15,000 12,500 9,900 7,500 5,000 2,300

  Pennsylvania 2,128 1,300 1,000 700 500 400 - -

  Washington 92,340 50,000 43,500 38,500 30,500 23,000 16,500 9,000

  Wisconsin 30,750 20,200 16,900 13,500 11,000 7,000 3,600 1,300

  Other States - - - - 2,910 2,050 1,340 680

  Total 15 States 407,086 264,485 231,490 199,020 165,210 125,770 83,040 45,880
2003 2/

  California 3,528 2,700 2,100 1,600 1,300 1,000 700 -

  Colorado 23,652 17,500 15,300 12,600 10,700 7,500 4,300 2,600

  Idaho 123,180 86,000 76,500 67,000 58,000 46,000 33,000 19,500

  Maine 17,030 13,500 12,100 10,500 8,900 6,500 4,100 2,300

  Michigan 15,015 9,200 7,700 6,200 5,100 3,200 1,500 -

  Minnesota 22,330 14,000 12,400 11,100 9,600 7,600 5,500 3,500

  Montana 3,339 3,100 3,000 2,900 2,800 2,300 1,000 -

  Nebraska 9,744 6,500 5,600 4,600 - - - -

  New York 6,510 2,700 1,600 1,100 700 300 - -

  North Dakota 27,440 19,400 17,300 15,000 13,000 11,200 8,300 5,000

  Ohio 1,097 300 190 130 - - - -

  Oregon 20,991 18,000 15,800 13,500 11,000 8,400 5,500 2,900

  Pennsylvania 3,375 1,900 1,500 1,100 700 400 - -

  Washington 93,150 51,000 44,000 38,000 29,500 21,500 15,000 7,000

  Wisconsin 32,800 22,100 18,500 14,900 11,200 7,600 4,200 1,500

  Other States - - - - 3,780 2,610 1,900 1,720

  Total 15 States 403,181 267,900 233,590 200,230 166,280 126,110 85,000 46,020
1/ Missing stocks combined into “Other States” to avoid disclosure of individual operations.  
2/ Revised.  



3

Potatoes:  Production, Farm Disposition, Price, and Value,
By State and United States, 2003 Crop

State Prod.
Total

Used For
Seed

Farm Disposition
Price
Per

Cwt.

Value Of
Where Grown

Sold Prod. SalesSeed, Feed
Home 

Shrink and
Loss

1,000 Cwt. Dollars 1,000 Dollars

Alabama 333 44 4 16 313 9.25 3,080 2,895
Arizona 2,090 124 2 14 2,074 10.20 21,318 21,155
California 17,295 1,067 140 1,381 15,774 14.80 253,610 234,087
Colorado 25,956 1,781 1,415 2,631 21,910 4.60 119,252 100,778
Delaware 864 50 5 34 825 9.50 8,208 7,838
Florida 9,400 753 50 9,350 13.80 129,994 129,261
Idaho 123,180 7,700 1,463 8,900 112,817 4.40 541,992 496,395
Illinois 2,196 110 33 42 2,121 5.10 11,200 10,817
Indiana 925 71 4 39 882 6.00 5,550 5,292
Kansas   1,026 77 40 986 4.75 4,874 4,684
Maine 17,030 1,245 215 2,430 14,385 6.05 103,032 87,029
Maryland 1,104 71 30 31 1,043 8.80 9,715 9,178
Massachusetts 716 56 5 16 695 6.00 4,296 4,170
Michigan 15,015 1,060 265 1,680 13,070 7.05 105,856 92,144
Minnesota 22,330 1,060 130 1,800 20,400 5.05 112,767 103,020
Missouri 1,882 120 1 19 1,862 5.75 10,822 10,707
Montana 3,339 268 160 270 2,909 7.60 25,376 22,108
Nebraska 9,744 616 194 840 8,710 5.05 49,207 43,986
Nevada 3,320 134 400 2,920 4.25 14,110 12,410
New Jersey 675 28 3 20 652 5.70 3,848 3,716
New Mexico 2,132 110 12 80 2,040 4.80 10,260 9,818
New York 6,510 440 100 520 5,890 9.65 62,822 56,839
North Carolina 2,975 224 22 117 2,836 5.85 17,404 16,591
North Dakota 27,440 1,805 390 3,700 23,350 5.45 149,548 127,258
Ohio 1,097 76 6 40 1,051 6.80 7,460 7,147
Oregon: 20,991 955 275 1,290 19,426 5.35 112,837 104,350
   Malheur 2,407 122  5   60 2,342 4.80 11,554 11,242
   Other OR 18,584 833 270  1,230 17,084 5.45 101,283 93,108
Pennsylvania 3,375 228 42 287 3,046 7.05 23,794 21,474
Rhode Island 171 11 12 159 7.00 1,197 1,113
South Dakota 1/ 340 1 48 291 7.10 2,414 2,066
Texas 6,528 342 40 98 6,390 10.40 68,172 66,746
Utah 1/ 335 3 47 285 11.10 3,719 3,164
Virginia 1,550 84 1 54 1,495 7.80 12,090 11,661
Washington 93,150 4,000 280 5,600 87,270 5.25 489,038 458,168
Wisconsin 32,800 1,650 300 2,750 29,750 5.70 186,960 169,575
United States 457,814 26,360 5,541 35,296 416,977 5.89 2,685,822 2,457,640

1/ Estimates discontinued in 2004.  “Total Used for Seed” not available.  
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Fall Potatoes:  Farm Marketings, Selected States,
2003 Marketing Year

State Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul
Percent

California 13 12 15 14 9 8 10 7 12
Colorado 6 8 9 10 11 9 12 14 8 7 6
Idaho 4 8 10 11 8 7 8 10 11 11 6 6
Maine 1 5 11 8 9 10 10 11 15 10 6 4
Michigan 1 7 8 11 11 11 10 8 13 12 8
Minnesota 9 10 10 9 6 5 6 9 10 9 9 8
New York 1 8 29 20 17 8 7 6 4
North Dakota 23 10 6 7 6 9 7 11 10 9 2
Oregon: 10 9 19 9 8 7 7 7 8 8 5 3
   Malheur 11 14 37 2 11 1 11 3 8 2
   Other OR 10 8 16 10 8 8 7 8 8 9 5 3
Pennsylvania 15 18 14 11 10 10 9 6 5 2
Washington 16 12 22 7 6 5 7 6 6 7 5 1
Wisconsin 1 6 12 12 12 10 9 10 10 9 7 2

Potatoes:  Utilization of Crops, United States, 2000-2003
Utilization

Items
Crop Year

2000 2001 2002 1/ 2003
Sales 1,000 Cwt.
 Table Stock 139,590 122,552 131,889 135,368
  Processing:
    Chips and Shoestrings 52,405 54,080 51,640 52,754
    Dehydration 54,332 40,759 51,357 48,418
    Frozen French Fries 146,869 126,711 124,875 126,515
    Other Frozen Products 26,723 23,598 28,951 23,870
    Canned Products 2,368 2,590 2,744 3,003
    Other Canned Products  
      (Hash, Stews, Soups) 2,709 1,722 2,089 1,804
    Starch, Flour, and Other 1,966 1,015 1,050 879
    Total 287,372 250,475 262,706 257,243
  Other Sales:
    Livestock Feed   2/ 14,265 3,496 3,044 2,005
    Seed 23,345 24,537 24,005 22,361
    Diversion (Other than feed) - - - -
    Total 37,610 28,033 27,049 24,366
Total Sales 464,572 401,060 421,644 416,977
Non-Sales
  Seed Used on Farms

    Where Grown 3,792 4,088 4,144 3,999
  Household Use and Used for
    Feed on Farms Where Grown 1,495 1,298 1,478 1,542
  Shrinkage and Loss 43,685 31,227 30,905 35,296
Total Non-Sales 48,972 36,613 36,527 40,837
TOTAL PRODUCTION 513,544 437,673 458,171 457,814

1/ Revised.  
2/ Includes 6,872 thousand cwt. sold for livestock feed under Government Diversion Program for 2000.  
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Potatoes:  Production, Price, Value, and Stocks, Washington, 1984-2003
Crop
Year

Production, Price and Value
Stocks

Production Season
Avg. Price

Value of
Production Dec 1 Jan 1 * Feb 1 * Mar 1 * Apr 1 * May 1 * Jun 1 1/

1,000 Cwt. $/Cwt. $1,000 1,000 Cwt.

1984 56,925 $5.15 $293,164 29,600 25,900 20,800 16,600 11,300 7,000 -

1985 63,630 $3.45 $219,524 33,500 30,000 25,700 21,000 16,200 9,700 -

1986 61,950 $4.30 $266,385 32,300 28,000 24,400 20,400 14,600 8,700 -

1987 66,960 $3.65 $244,404 36,600 32,900 28,300 22,800 17,500 12,600 -

1988 63,250 $4.50 $284,625 36,700 32,100 27,700 22,500 16,200 10,700 -

1989 64,310 $5.15 $331,197 34,500 30,400 25,100 20,000 13,100 7,100 -

1990 67,980 $5.20 $353,496 35,500 29,500 24,500 19,800 14,000 8,900 -

1991 75,435 $3.80 $286,653 37,000 32,200 27,000 21,200 15,000 9,600 -

1992 69,300 $5.00 $346,500 33,100 29,100 24,900 19,800 15,100 10,400 -

1993 88,500 $5.30 $469,050 43,500 38,000 32,000 26,500 20,000 13,500 -

1994 88,920 $4.75 $422,370 47,500 43,000 37,500 30,500 23,500 17,000 -

1995 80,850 $6.85 $553,823 39,500 35,000 30,500 25,000 18,000 12,500 -

1996 94,990 $4.75 $451,203 48,000 42,000 36,500 30,000 23,000 16,500 -

1997 88,160 $4.90 $431,984 47,000 41,500 36,500 29,500 22,500 16,000 -

1998 93,225 $4.80 $447,480 49,000 43,500 36,500 29,500 21,500 14,500 7,500

1999 95,200 $5.00 $476,000 48,000 41,000 35,000 28,000 20,500 14,500 7,000

2000 105,000 $4.25 $446,250 59,000 52,000 44,500 37,500 29,500 21,500 13,000

2001 94,400 $5.85 $552,240 53,000 46,000 40,000 32,500 25,000 18,000 10,000

2002 2/ 92,340 $5.55 $512,487 50,000 43,500 38,500 30,500 23,000 16,500 9,000

2003 93,150 $5.25 $489,038 51,000 44,000 38,000 29,500 21,500 15,000 7,000
 * Following year.   
1/ June 1 estimates started in 1998.
2/ Revised.

Potatoes: Percent of Crop Marketed By Month, Washington, 1994-2003
Crop
Year Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan * Feb * Mar * Apr * May * Jun * Jul *

1994 16 13 24 6 4 5 6 6 6 7 5 2

1995 16 13 32 7 3 4 4 7 5 4 4 1

1996 17 11 31 8 3 4 4 5 5 5 5 2

1997 12 14 31 7 4 4 4 6 6 6 5 1

1998 16 13 26 7 3 5 5 7 5 6 6 1

1999 17 14 24 6 6 5 5 6 5 6 5 1

2000 16 14 25 7 4 6 5 5 5 5 5 3

2001 11 13 25 7 6 5 7 7 6 7 5 1

2002 17 12 19 9 5 5 7 6 6 7  6 1

2003 16 12 22 7 6 5 7 6 6 7 5 1

Avg. 15 13 26 7 4 5 5 6 6 6 5 1
 * Following year.
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Potatoes:  Acreage, Yield, & Production, By Counties, Washington, 2002-2003
County

and District
2002 2003

Planted Harvested Yield Production Planted Harvested Yield Production
Acres Cwt. Acres Cwt.

COUNTY
Adams 26,000 26,000 580 15,085,000 30,500 30,500 585 17,850,000
Benton 30,000 30,000 625 18,740,000 31,500 31,500 640 20,175,000
Franklin 36,000 36,000 550 19,815,000 32,000 32,000 555 17,770,000
Grant 36,500 36,500 605 22,100,000 34,500 34,500 580 20,025,000
Kittitas 500 500 420 210,000 500 500 410 205,000
Klickitat 1,500 1,500 450 675,000 1,500 1,500 560 840,000
Lincoln 4,500 4,500 620 2,790,000 5,000 5,000 600 3,000,000
Skagit 11,500 11,500 390 4,480,000 11,000 10,000 370 3,695,000
Walla Walla 10,000 10,000 645 6,450,000 11,000 11,000 680 7,480,000
Whatcom 2,000 2,000 325 650,000 2,000 2,000 375 750,000
Yakima 2,000 2,000 380 760,000 2,000 2,000 395 790,000
Other Counties 1,500 1,500 390 585,000 1,500 1,500 380 570,000
DISTRICT
West 14,000 14,000 380 5,325,000 13,500 12,500 370 4,625,000
Central 34,000 34,000 600 20,385,000 35,500 35,500 620 22,010,000
Northeast 1,000 1,000 390 390,000 1,000 1,000 390 390,000
E. Central 103,000 103,000 580 59,790,000 102,000 102,000 575 58,645,000
Southeast 10,000 10,000 645 6,450,000 11,000 11,000 680 7,480,000
STATE TOTAL 162,000 162,000 570 92,340,000 163,000 162,000 575 93,150,000

Potato Crop Progress:  Percent Planted & Harvested Acres, Washington, 2001-2003
Planted Acres - Percent Harvested Acres - Percent

Month/
Date 2001 2002 2003 Month/

Date 2001 2002 2003 Month/
Date 2001 2002 2003

Mar 30 7 8 5 June 29 1 0 1
Apr Jul Oct

6 16 22 18 6 3 4 3 5 54 77 60
13 24 27 32 13 6 14 7 12 71 84 78
20 42 38 44 20 8 18 11 19 86 88 89
27 62 53 65 27 10 19 15 26 94 94 98

May Aug Nov
4 79 68 88 3 14 20 25 2 98 97 100

11 95 96 99 10 16 24 27 9 100 99 100
18 100 100 99 17 18 26 28 16 100 99 100
25 100 100 100 24 22 31 31 23 100 100 100

31 25 34 46

Sep
7 29 54 47

14 34 66 49
21 36 69 50
28 42 70 56


